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Then there are many valuable suggestions in the book in line 
of the avowed aim of the authors to give the student and young 
practitioner a working knowledge of the depositories of the law. 
And though the volume hardly measures up to the sanguine hope 
of its authors that it will prove the panacea for all defects in legal 
educational methods, there is yet reason to hope that it will 
awaken a responsive interest in law schools in the important 
branch of brief making which, according to Dean Lile of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia School of Law, is to the average law school 
graduate, a vast waste of uncharted and unexplored territory. 

C. K. W- 

Free Press Anthology. Compiled by Theodore Schroeder. The 
Truth Seeker Publishing. Co., New York City. 1909. 

This is not technically a law book but it would be hard to find 
a work on a topic of more absorbing interest to the average law- 
yer. For in a free government such as ours, the liberty of the 
press and the right of free speech is the foundation upon which 
all law is based. 

The spectacle was recently presented in a university city of the 
chief of police refusing a license to speak in public to a woman 
who came widely heralded as a teacher of anarchistic principles. 
It was not a suppression of utterances that were revolutionary 
and dangerous, but the throttling beforehand of the right of 
speech without direct knowledge of the message to be delivered to 
the people. 

Without reference to the merit of any of the lecturer's claims, 
the incident yet serves as an illustration of a situation that might 
at any time confront a man in public life. 

The compiler of the present work is a lawyer by profession, 
the attorney for the Free Speech League, and the author of many 
magazine articles defending freedom of speech and of the press. 

Here is found abundant material on the subject — the expres- 
sion of opinions of the master minds of all times. Milton's 
Areopagitica, written in 1644, when the immortal essayist found 
himself in the predicament of vainly protesting against the re- 
striction, and the suppression even, of his own writings, is re- 
produced practically in full. Then follow extracts from the 
writings of such men as John Locke, John Stuart Mill, Jeremy 
Bentham, Voltaire, and Herbert Spencer. 
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In an appendix is a discussion of various obscenity laws and 
their interpretation in excluding sex-literature and works on kin- 
dred subjects from the mails. 

The author inclines to the belief that the American judicial con- 
ception of obscene literature, adopted from the English, is alto- 
gether too warped and prejudiced. Quoting the California Court 
in an opinion giving the test to be applied in such cases : "Whether 
the tendency of the matter charged as obscenity is to deprave and 
corrupt those whose minds are open to such immoral influences 
and into whose hands a publication of this sort may fall," the 
author gives the keynote of his argument on this subject. 

'Tt will be observed," he says, "that it (a pamphlet figuring in 
the California case) was criminal, if in the hands of any one 
imaginary person it might be speculatively believed to be in- 
jurious, no matter how much it tended to improve the morals of 
the rest of mankind, nor how lofty were the motives of those ac- 
cused, nor how true was that which they wrote. This is still the 
test of obscenity under our laws, and it has worked some results 
which could hardly have been in contemplation by our legislators 
in passing our laws against 'indecent' literature." 

At the very least the book is a valuable work of reference for 
any library, being as it is, the crystallization of the free thought 
of the centuries. It shows a scholarly research and a quiet dignity 
of treatment and it might even be read with profit by those whose 
profession or tastes place them in a position to mould or influence 
that public opinion which should find expression in the country's 
laws. 

C. K. W. 

History of Roman Private Law. Part I, Sources. By E. C. Clark, 
LL.D. Regius Professor of Civil Law in the University of 
Cambridge; also of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-law. Cam- 
bridge. 1906. 

This is a small but closely written volume of the University 
Press classics style. Of its one hundred and sixty-eight pages 
seven contain an introduction, three a list of authors quoted, four 
a compact index. There are eight pages of tables of the Juristic 
Writers showing the date and period or reign in which they 
flourished, the offices they held and works they compiled. 

The body of the book consists of concise critical notes on Pri- 
mary Sources, such as Numa's books, regiae leges, twelve tables, 



